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"Although Florida is losing many of the charms
which novelty inspires, still I cannot say I am very tired
of staying here. We have many of the comforts of life,
and what is the greatest of all blessings, good health,
with just active enough kind of life to give experience
to the mind, and strength to the constitution. This is
also a land of warfare which every young officer should
be thoroughly acquainted with, as the Indian is most
likely to be our chief enemy in times to come. You
doubtless little sympathise with us in hunting and har-
assing a poor set of people who have had the heroism to
defend their homes against such odds for such a period
of time. Even an enemy must admire those qualities
which have enabled the Seminole to maintain the coun-
try this long, although those qualities have been chiefly
cunning and perfidy. We have had during the past
year a great many here in every capacity, prisoners,
captives, visitors, guides and interpreters, in all which
they display the capacities with which they are endowed
by nature, sharpened by the straits to which they have
been accustomed from their childhood up.

"A few days since we learned that a Dutch vessel had
run ashore about seventy-five miles south of this, and
that the Indians had come down to the beach and stolen
some beef and pork they had put ashore to live upon in
case the vessel went to pieces before they were picked
up. We would instantly have gone in search, but un-
luckily about one half the command were absent on a
scout with near all our boats. They returned last
evening and tomorrow we start and will doubtless be
absent eight or ten days.       l*5s  liti^rirr, n
